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Gifts, Graces and Generosity
Millie Guthrie – Church Warden
As this addition goes to press, we turn
again towards the Cross and Christ’s
Passion. Lent is the darkest season in
our church calendar, which, juxtaposed
with the lighter nights and warmer days,
always seems paradoxical.
Traditionally in Lent we stop eating our
favourite pudding or give up wine. This Lent and beyond we are
thinking about what we can take up rather than put down. Praying to
be directed to what more we can do to serve and further the Great
Commission, to bring the Good News of Jesus to all people.
We are starting in our own church and under the heading of Gifts,
Graces and Generosity we are encouraging every member of our
church family to pray and seek God’s direction as we think about the
gifts we have and how we can use them to the Glory of God. This is no
time for that most British of traits – reticence – be honest, what can
you offer to God?
How can we know what our gifts are: what are we good at,
what do we enjoy doing, what do other people ask us to do?
If you can name one or more things that will fit under those headings they may well be your Gifts.
Are you great at welcoming people, remembering names and details?
Do you have practical skills? Are you musical? Can you move tables?
Are you great at numbers? Good at organising events or leading
services, do you long to prepare refreshments, write and deliver
intercessions, drive the sound desk (training is available!!). Are you
called to help with children’s ministry, visit the sick, organise events,
serve on the PCC?
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There are many ways to use your gifts to God’s glory. If you attended
our Community Sunday and are thinking you would like to get more
involved in service please email the church office and we will contact
you.

Lord, as the buds,
begin to re-form
in Spring’s sunshine
bright and warm.
May I too,
open up to You
to be restored
and made anew.
Lord, as the birds,
take up their song
as in the breeze
they glide along.
May I too,
sing out to You
my song of praise
for all You do.
Lord, as Spring,
blooms and sings . . .
may I too emerge
on faithful wings!
Springs Sunshine
Deborah Ann
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Licensing Service
Millie Guthrie
The licencing of our new Priest: Revd. Gary Weston will take place at
St Thomas Church on Sunday 3rd April at 6pm. Gary and his wife
Clare, along with their family, and local supporters will be with us. The
Bishop of Derby will install Gary as Priest in Charge at St Thomas and
Associate Minister at St Mark’s. Please do join us at this service and
stay for refreshments afterwards in the church centre where there will
be an opportunity to chat with Gary and Clare. Please pray for them as
they settle into our church family here in Brampton.

Photo by Rev Gary Weston
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Masoyi Trust (UK) News Update, March 2022
Dale Aitken, Treasurer and Trustee
Christmas Appeal
Thank you to all of those who supported the
appeal. We raised £2,200 in total, which
enabled us to provide school uniforms for
about half of the 85 children in need, and to
fund food parcels for January-March at the
2021 level.
Crisis time
The Trust is facing a double crisis: financial and management. Our
financial commitment to our partner, eMasoyi, has gradually increased
as God has provided the income, despite having a small supporter
base. For the first time, we now find ourselves overstretched, and only
just managed to send enough to cover our programmes for March. By
the time you read this, we shall know what we have for April…. [Within
a week of writing this, in early March, we received over £800 that was
not expected: just enough!]
Our management team consists of four people, three of whom are
trustees. I have been the key person since the start, with the initial
vision, handling the finances, administration, and contacts with
eMasoyi. Last year Fiona took over much of the administration and
some of the contact. We have signally failed to recruit new members.
For personal reasons I need to hand over the finances and most of the
other work I do within the next couple of months, remaining as a
largely non-active member of the team. With no one in view…
Please pray for us!
Thank you for your continuing support in interest, prayer and donating.
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Can we be greener?
Janet Bradbury
At a 6pm service in March, we were challenged to think about climate
change and how we can do our little bit. On our own, our little bit may
not make much difference but, if we all do a little, then it all begins to
add up. We were asked to make a Lent pledge to do something small
and hopefully our actions will go beyond Lent. To encourage us, John
Small and the World Mission Committee have produced a list of
actions to start us thinking about what small changes we can make.
(These are available at the back of church!) But it is not only at an
individual level that changes need to take place.
The Church of England is encouraging all churches to think of how
they can become “more green”. Here at St Thomas Centre we are
continually looking at ways to try and reduce waste, recycle and look
after our environment in a way that reflects the fact that God wants us
to be good stewards of the earth.
In the Coffee Bar we have deliberately stopped buying some drinks in
plastic bottles. Most of our soft drinks are in glass bottles or aluminium
cans. Another aspect of reducing our use of single use plastic is that
we don’t use individual sauce sachets, preferring to serve the sauces in
small ceramic pots. The centre also has links with Plastic Free
Chesterfield.
Recently we have put “bins” in the lobby area inside the main door to
collect crisp packets and ink cartridges. The ink cartridges are being
collected by 3rd Brampton Scout Group, who meet in the Centre and,
once full, up to £5 will be donated for the collected cartridges. Sadly,
we have had to withdraw the bin for blister tablet packs, although this
was being very well used. Superdrug shops which have pharmacies
collect “domestic” quantities. Our nearest Superdrug shops are Suttonin-Ashfield and Buxton.
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In addition to this, we put as much as we can of our rubbish into the
recycling bin. All the plastic, paper, cardboard and tin go into the
recycling bin and all glass goes in the blue recycling bin. We compost
the used coffee grains and vegetable peelings, as well as using our
green bin. If ever you need to put some green waste into the green
bin, please look by the centre kitchen door!
The examples above are not our limits, there is always more we can
do. As I write this, I have switched all the lights off in the centre, apart
from the office light, as they do not need to be on.
Let’s be aware of all the little bits we can do, and the little changes we
can make so we can try to be good stewards of God’s earth.
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Green at the Centre
Cassie Wainwright
I also caught up with Centre Manager, Beth
Robson-Smith, to discuss the physical building
of the St Thomas Centre.
The building is an eco-centre, deliberately
designed with its high ceilings to allow natural
light in and minimise the electricity used. The
centre is built with recycled quarry stones and
the gaps in the outer walls of the building are great for nesting birds.
The coffee bar also works hard to do its part in being eco-friendly.
Discounts are given to customer who bring reusable coffee cups and
take away boxes can be given to customers on request to reduce food
waste. The Coffee Bar also has no plastic straws, recycles as much as
possible and are involved in composting all food waste and used coffee
grounds, in conjunction with local allotments.
To reduce the waste of plastics and disposable products, plate and cup
hire is offered to people having events at the centre. Furthermore, the
centre is a Plastic Free Chesterfield Champion and have pledged to
reduce and not use as much plastic as possible.
To find out more about Plastic Free Chesterfield and see some of their
ideas of how to reduce plastic use in daily life visit:
www.plasticfreechesterfield.org.uk

Christian Aid week is coming!
15th – 21st May
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At St Thomas and St Marks

Palm Sunday: April 10th 10.30am
Holy Communion with the distribution of Palm Crosses, building the
Easter Garden outside after the service (weather permitting!)
If you would like to contribute to the Easter Garden, please can you
bring small potted bulbs/spring plants (daffodils, primrose, primula)
that we can plant into the grass afterwards.

Monday April 11th:
Morning Prayer for Holy Week 9.30am at St. Mark’s
Evening Devotion 7.30-8pm at St. Thomas’

Tuesday April 12th:
Stations of the Cross 6pm at St. Mark’s
Evening Devotion 7.30-8pm at St. Thomas’
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Wednesday April 13th:
Morning Prayer for Holy Week 9.30am at St. Mark’s
Evening Devotion 7.30-8pm at St. Thomas’

Maundy Thursday, April 14th:
Informal Holy Communion 6pm at St. Mark’s
Devotional Holy Communion service 7.30pm at St. Thomas’
Good Friday, April 15th:
Hot Cross Bun service 10.30am at St. Thomas’
An hour at the Cross 2-3pm at St. Mark’s

Easter Saturday, April 16th, from 9am:
Flowers for Easter: decorating Church at St Mark’s

Easter Sunday, April 17th:
All-Age Holy Communion at 10.30am at St Thomas’
Songs of Praise 6pm at St Thomas’
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Climate Change and Lent
John Small

We all have been made aware of the impact of our behaviour and
choices resulting in an increase of greenhouses gases and speeding the
process of Climate Change. We have had this drawn to our attention by
the COP26 summit, the media and more recently by the different
weather patterns affecting our country. All the evidence is that we are
harming God’s creation and as a result causing harm to all who live in
this world. Many of the poorest and most vulnerable are suffering the
most. God requires us to care for His creation and to protect those
who are being harmed by Climate Change.
During the period of Lent we would ask you to make small changes to
your lifestyle and choices that will reduce your Carbon Footprint and
lower the level of harm to creation. This will be by making small but
meaningful changes and whilst they are in themselves minimal,
collectively they will begin to make a difference and demonstrate our
willingness to serve God by seeking to protect His creation and care for
all life on this earth.
We would ask you to make, at least one, pledge for the Lenten period
that will be a change to your way of life or behaviour. Once you have
done this, either individually or in conjunction with those who you live
with, please complete the pledge card and pin it to the Mission Notice
board at the back of Church. You can include your name, but only if
you are comfortable with that.
Below are some examples of possible pledges that you could make.
Please read them and select something you are willing to do. You may
wish to choose your own change to make. That would be good as it
will reflect your situation.
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Pledge Cards will be available in church.
Thank you for spending some time in reflecting about Climate Change
and for being willing to take part in this. Let’s hope it helps you to feel
good as well as doing some good in these dark times.

Enjoy the process of serving God in protecting the
world and caring for others.
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Youth and Children’s Update
Joel Botham
Over the last year our tots group (Tots Time)
has seen masses of growth, however over the
last couple of months it really has exploded.
Each week we see new families arriving at sessions ready to sing songs about God and hear
stories from the Bible with us. Please do pray
that they encounter something of God through
the sessions and through the leaders. Please also pray for more helpers, as it’s becoming difficult for our current team to continue finding
the time to build relationships with people whilst keeping on top of
making drinks and leading crafts. We’re looking forward to a packed
run up to Easter with a number of school trips/assemblies, along with
various additions to our regular activities, like the Good Friday Hot
Cross Bun Service.
Ongoing kids and youth activities:
Tots Time - Thursdays during term time - 9:30am - 10:30am and also
11am - 12pm - £2/session
Tots Time is a Parent and child class for babies and toddlers. Packed
with songs, Bible stories, crafts and sensory activities it’s sure to be a
winner with the little ones.
Youth- Sundays 7:20pm - 8:45pm - FREE
Our youth gather together every Sunday evening to chill out, play
games and worship together.
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Ten Questions with….
This editions Ten Questions With have
been answered by Millie Guthrie
Who are you and what is your role?
Millie Guthrie – Parish Warden.
A warden’s role is usually assisting the
incumbent to run the Parish – during interregnum the job becomes
very different and all consuming. I’ve been blessed beyond measure to
work with a small dedicated and generous group of people during this
past six months. I have also felt the prayers of many people – this has
made an impossible job possible.
What keeps you motivated in your role?
To quote the incomparable David M -we are all donkeys for the Lord.
Are you a morning person or a night owl?
If waking up at 4am running things round my brain counts as a lark,
then, that would be me.
What is your favourite worship song and why?
I prefer all my art to be in the minor key – one of my favourite hymns is
the mournful but beautiful passion chorale ‘Oh sacred head, sore
wounded’.
If you could learn a new skill what would it be?
I would love to be able to knit. I cannot progress past a scarf that looks
like it’s been chewed or a hat that isn’t fit for any head I know.
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What are you most thankful for?
My incredibly patient and ever generous husband.
How would you spend your ideal day?
On a sun lounger in one of those glamourous private beaches in
Cannes – kindle in one hand and a drink in the other.
Do you like your cereal crunchy or mushy?
Don’t like cereal but if I was pushed, I’d say granola with yogurt as it
retains some crunch.
What song is guaranteed to always get your feet tapping?
Oh – what to pick? Possibly a Blondie track. Though after living in Texas
for a while, I really love country music. Three cords and the truth –
apparently.
If you could live in a book, film or tv series what would it be?
Book: Angela Carter ‘Burning her Boats’ it’s a collection of reimagined
fairy tales – inventive, dark and filled with illusion and mystery.
Film: My top three films are all too extreme to live in ‘Apocalypse Now’
being one. However, I would happily live in ‘Ocean’s Eleven’:
glamorous, hilarious and set in Vegas. Perfect.
TV: ‘Peaky Blinders’ is in my top ten series’ the set pieces, the slowed
down walks to camera, the smoke billowing round the characters,
along with the ingenious, innovative music choices. But again, tiring
and filled with too much drama. It would have to be ‘Schitt’s Creek’ –
watch it – you’ll love it once you get past the first episode.
What is your favourite meal?
Anything that can be eaten on a Cannes sun lounger.
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6PM SERVICES
We would love to welcome you to
a 6 o’clock service. We are now
back in Church for most services –
but we are keeping one, usually
the last Sunday of the month online. If you would like the link for
the Zoom on line service please
contact –
mariewitham@gmail.com

April 3
April 10

Will be Gary Weston’s licensing service – which we will
celebrate with the St Thomas’ family.
This will be a Stations of the Cross service. Parts of this
may be outside – depending on the weather!

April 17

EASTER DAY
We will be holding a joyful Easter Songs of praise.

April 24

A Zoom Service with a theme of Healing

May 1

In Church – part of our service will involve puppets
telling our story.

May 8, 15

In Church – We will be starting a series on parables.

May 22

Will be via Zoom – continuing the parables theme

May 29

We will be at Church – outside – weather permitting

June 5

We will be celebrating the Queen’s Jubilee, in Church.

June 12

Communion led by Alison Cox
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Hope House Update
Hope House Trustees
We’ve had a good few months at Hope House since our last report, we
currently have eight residents and, although they continue to struggle
with significant health conditions and addictions, they are doing really
well and they support one another on a daily basis.
Spiritually the household continue to meet each morning for a time of
reflection and prayer and on Friday evenings they meet for worship
and Christian meditation. In addition, on Sundays at 6.30pm, Rev
Sally-Anne our chaplain now leads a worship service in the house,
including Bible study, prayer and monthly communion.
Currently the guys are looking forward to the better weather and being
able to get outside more often. The allotment project is ready to start
and they have plans for circuit training in the yard and gardening on
site.
With regards to Covid, we have been very fortunate. Only four
residents have had the virus so far, on two separate occasions, and
each time managed to isolate and keep the rest of the household
well.
The staff continue to be a blessing and work hard to keep the
household running smoothly. It’s a challenging job they do and your
prayers for both staff and residents are very much welcomed. Our
next Zoom prayers is on Monday 4 April at 7pm, which marks 1 year
since we opened! If you would like to join on Zoom to pray for the
project, then please email contact@hopehousechesterfield.co.uk for
the link.
Thank you to all those who also support the project financially, your
generosity is very much keeping the house open. Although we are
managing to pay the bills at the moment, we know that new fuel tariffs
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will affect us like all households, and we will need more money to keep
going - so please do spread the word as we really do need all the
financial support we can get.
That’s all for now, please keep praying and if you have any questions
about any aspect of the project, don’t hesitate to contact us.

Hope House need some basic items, can you support them? They have
posted on their Facebook page, Hope House Chesterfield, they need:
• Coffee
• Sugar
• Toilet Rolls
• Washing Liquid Capsules

Operation Christmas Child Update
Cassie Wainwright
Last edition we shared the amazing news that the UK donated 277,350
shoeboxes to Operation Christmas Child. Since then, the global total of
boxes has been announced! In 2021
an incredible 10,505,155 boxes
were sent to children, helping the
word of God reach them through
The Greatest Journey program that
runs along side the shoebox
distributions.
National collection week for 2022 is
14th-21st November. More to details
to come closer to the collection date in future Ploughshare editions.
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Biblical Hearing
Joel Botham
Biblical Hebrew and the Old Testament have
always been somewhat of a passion of mine.
As many of you will know Biblical Hebrew is
the original language that the Old Testament
was written in. Sadly, my love of the Old
Testament has never seemed commonplace
within Christian circles. In fact, most in my
generation are shocked by this information. It can often be hard to
reconcile the characteristics of God seen in the Old Testament with
those we see in the New Testament. The Old Testament is so far
removed from EVERY aspect of our 21st century Western lives that it is
sadly, and all too often, neglected by many Christians.
In 393AD the Council of Hippo gathered to decide what biblical texts
would form “God Breathed Scripture”. The Old Testament maintained
all 39 of its books and 27 books were chosen along with a selection of
books which protestant Christians now call the Apocrypha (and do not
hold as canon, or, “God Breathed” texts) to form the New Testament.
From this point the 39 books of the Old Testament and the 27 Books of
the New Testament have been unchanged. These 66 books are
considered by ALL Christians whether Orthodox, Catholic or Protestant
as holy and inspired by God. While this sounds like a close(ish) balance
(59% OT 41% NT) many of the New Testament writings are letters
(Epistles) and therefore are much shorter in length. The New
Testament actually only accounts for around 23% of our Protestant
Bibles. This means that if we don’t give due attention to the Old
Testament, we miss out on 77% of God’s revelation to us. We must
remember as Christians that Jesus did not come to abolish the Old
Testament but to fulfil what is written there. It gives us insight and
understanding of God at work throughout the whole of history. It
allows us to see patterns and behaviors of God’s people that many of
us still replicate today. It gives us a deeper insight into the words of
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Jesus and the world He lived in. It gives us a deeper fuller
understanding of God and how He works.
So I’d like us to stop now and delve into the Old Testament together
and see how it informs our understanding of the New Testament.
We’re going to look at just 1 word which is extremely well known to
ALL Jews, shema’ ()שמַ ע.
ָׁ This word is most commonly translated as 1
of 2 words, listen or hear. There are only 8,674 words in Biblical
Hebrew including proper names. Shema' is the 43rd most commonly
used word, and this includes prefixes and suffixes (his, hers, mine, and,
a, of, the, in, on, etc.) which are not proper words independent of
other words. This makes it an extremely common word. It is and has
for centuries been used by Jews as the first word (and name) of their
daily prayer which starts with the words of Deuteronomy 6:4. This
word means so much more than to simply hear though. As in our 21st
Century understanding I can hear or listen to someone, but I needn’t
put their words into action or obey it.
I’m the father of 2 small boys so I know full well what it is like to speak
and have someone listen but then not obey what I have said,
sometimes they just aren’t listening but then at other times I know
they are listening as they follow it up with a phrase like, ‘but I don’t
want to…’ All parents I’m sure will be familiar with the rising emotions
when we encounter an exchange like this. This however is not what is
meant by the Hebrew word for listen or hear (shema’). Listening in
Biblical times came with the understanding of obedience to those
words you had heard. To hear/listen was to obey! So in Deuteronomy
6:4 when it says hear, oh Israel, it means, obey, oh Israel. Just like Jews
today, Jesus would have known these words well and prayed this
prayer daily. When we take that understanding and apply it to one of
Jesus’ most common sayings, ‘He who has ears let him hear, it brings
us a deepened understanding’. Jesus isn’t just saying let everyone hear
His words, He’s saying let everyone OBEY Him.
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This is a lesson I can often do with remembering. When I spend time in
prayer, or waiting on God, when God speaks to me do I just hear with
my 21st century understanding or do I hear and obey as God intended
it to be?
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What’s on at St Mark’s

St Mark’s have a lot of
events coming up for
people to get involved in
Time for Tea which takes
place on the 3rd
Wednesday of each month
at St. Mark's church for
retired people. The next
sessions will be on 20th
April, 18th May and 15th
June
There is also a Coffee
Morning, raising funds for
the Ukraine on Saturday
14th May at St Mark’s
church

For more information contact Rev’d Karen
Tel: 01246 913688
Mobile: 07432705285
15 St. Marks Rd, Chesterfield S40 1DH
Or follow St Marks online with their Facebook Page – St Mark’s Church
Brampton
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An Easter Poem
Millie Guthrie
When fishes flew and forests walked
And figs grew upon thorn,
Some moment when the moon was blood
Then surely, I was born.
With monstrous head and sickening cry
And ears like errant wings,
The devil’s walking parody
On all four-footed things.
The tattered outlaw of the earth,
Of ancient crooked will;
Starve, scourge, deride me: I am dumb,
I keep my secret still.
Fools! For I also had my hour;
One far fierce hour and sweet:
There was a shout about my ears,
And palms before my feet.
The Donkey
G K Chesterton
This was one of my dad’s favourite poems – he would recite it from
memory as Palm Sunday approached. It is a fabulously, viscerally
engaging poem written in the first person with the donkey telling us
his story. The poem is full of noise and memory and triumph, using
many classic poetic devices and written in iambic pentameter. It’s fun
to read out loud as each line is as long as an outward breath.
Shakespeare also used this method, read any of his famous soliloquys
and you will understand why his plays are still performed across the
globe. Chesterton uses alliteration: ‘forests, flew, figs’ to illuminate the
peculiarity of the donkey’s appearance. With the metaphorical ‘moon
was blood’ adding to the otherness of his birth. The four even stanzas
27

move along swiftly aided by the classic second- and fourth-line
rhyming scheme until we came to the triumphant ‘Fools! I also had my
hour…’ as the donkey carries Christ into Jerusalem. In that final stanza
we are transported into the clamour and hysteria of those dusty
packed streets on that first Palm Sunday, hear the crowd shouting and
feel the donkey’s elation at his memorable role in the Christian Story.
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