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Are you ready to worship?
Alison Cox
At the beginning of a service recently,
the congregation was asked “Are you
ready to worship?”
What a profound question!
As we stood and the music began, we
seemed ready to sing… but what about
being ready to worship? … And what is “worship” anyway? Worship –
the recognition of something beyond ourselves and the expression of a
desire to touch that “otherness” – is a basic, ie God-given! human
instinct. As followers of Jesus, we also understand worship as
something God calls us to do that forms a bridge between human and
divine.
Jesus answered a (rather tongue -in-cheek) question of which was the
greatest commandment by saying “Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” Love
becomes worship when we focus on God, and respond to God in awe,
wonder and gratitude, for who God is and what God has done and is
doing for us. And – amazingly – as we worship, individually and
corporately, God responds to us, blessing us and transforming us.
As we worship God, we may find any or all the things of security,
purpose and peace that the world cannot give. As we worship, God
draws us from our transient human life into an eternal dimension and
we move on in that process of transformation to become the person
God would have us be, prepared for the worship of heaven. And this
focus on God Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, this human-divine
interaction can happen anywhere and take many forms. As we sing,
yes, and as we pray. As we listen and talk to God. As we walk, as we
read. God is worthy of all our praise and we can worship with all of our
3

being and senses every time we recognise God’s greatness and
respond with love, gratitude and praise.
So our gatherings as the body of Christ, are gatherings with many
prompts and opportunities to worship. We worship as we respond to
what we hear from scripture and let God speak to us. We worship as
we sing and as we have opportunity to be quiet together. We worship
as we bring our prayers of praise and adoration to God … and as we
pray our “Please God” prayers of intercession. This can be worship too;
we bring our pain and petitions to God because we recognise God’s
greatness, that God is Creator; we remember Jesus who has redeemed
us; and we recall the power of the holy Spirit of God, who sustains life.
We have a rich heritage on which to draw to encourage the depth and
breadth of our worship. We have scripture – think about the depth and
breadth of response to God in the book of Psalms. We can respond to
different music. We can tap into words that have been crafted with
prayer and care over time, that can speak for us when we simply do
not have words ourselves. We can draw on influences from many
different Christian traditions.
Worship is about our response to God, so who we are is important!
God, whose infinite variety is shouted from every aspect of our world,
has enjoyed creating a breadth and variety of human beings. So, with
different personalities, perhaps we should expect to respond to
different calls to worship.
However we worship, this is our way of connecting with God and
responding to God… Are you ready to worship?

Here I am to Worship, Here I am to bow down, Here I am to say that
you’re my God. You’re altogether lovely, All together worthy,
Altogether wonderful to me. – Tim Hughes
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Thom’s Golden Folks Jubilee Party
Pauline Kelshaw
May 31st saw over 80 people gathered in the church centre ready and
keen to celebrate Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee.
Jubilee themed activities and a delicious buffet were followed by an
enjoyable sing-a-long around the piano! Her majesty the Queen even
paid a surprise visit!!
A fabulous time was had by all.

Photo by Mark Hoare
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Raising a Guide Dog Puppy
Julie Hunt
My husband John and I have been Puppy Raisers
for 5 years. Our current puppy is a 10 month old
golden retriever that came to us at 8 weeks old.
His training started straightaway, getting him
used to his name, enabling us to call him at
feeding times and for toileting outside. As Guide Dog puppies are bred
from chosen stock, they are intelligent, confident characters, full of
mischief of course!
After settling for a few days, we carried him outside to experience
new sounds and smells. We could also carry him round shops and on
buses, checking that he was always happy with new situations. The
puppy begins his lead training at home, learning to walk on our left
with a relaxed lead. This is done with treats taken from his daily food
quota, feeding frequently at first then less as he learns to focus on his
handler.
Following his 12 week vaccination, the puppy can go on short
pavement walks and round shops, reinforcing good behaviour learned
by his early lead/treat training. Although the puppies are taught to
toilet at home, it’s still best to be vigilant at this stage! Fully vaccinated
at 16 weeks, we can take the puppy anywhere that we go. He’s been
on trains (diesel and steam), in lifts, up and down all types of steps, on
a canal boat, been on holiday and travels well in the car. He is very
friendly and loves meeting people although it’s important that they ask
the handler before approaching the dog.
Playtime is another essential part of training, using a variety of dog
toys such as tug ropes, soft toys, chewy bones (not real ones as they
splinter) and anything squeaky. Learning hide and seek with toys,
differentiating between them and when to leave them are taught using
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treats. This method can be used to encourage successful Guide Dog
candidates to find doors and pedestrian crossings.
Each stage of our puppy’s training is monitored by a supervisor at
monthly classes when we can discuss our puppy’s development and
express any concerns. She demonstrates various methods of training
to achieve a particular outcome. For example, asking the puppy to sit
and wait whilst we walk away then calling him and rewarding with a
treat; lying down and staying is another command that is taught this
way as is re-call when free running.
At about 14 months old, the puppy’s suitability for further training will
be assessed. Successful puppies go to Mobility Trainers to work
towards their ultimate goal of becoming fully qualified Guide Dogs.
They remain contracted to Guide Dogs whether re-homed or retired (8
to 10 years old), thus ensuring they always have a good life.
Yes it’s hard to see them leave us but considering that this puppy may
one day make a huge difference to someone’s life by giving them
independence, is reason enough for us to continue doing this most
rewarding job.

Photos from Julie Hunt
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Ten Questions with….
This edition’s Ten Questions
With have been answered by
Rev Gary Weston
Who are you and what is your role? What do you do as part of your
role?
Gary Weston – New Priest in Charge of St Thomas’ and Assistant Priest
of St Marks.
At the moment the role is about learning about the two Churches and
helping us all to discern what God is calling us to next.
Are you a morning person or a night owl?
I tend to be awake early but don’t think I am much use before 9am.
What is your favourite worship song and why?
I think the way we listen to music has changed massively over recent
years particularly with the likes of Apple Music and Spotify. With lots
of new songs coming out all the time my ‘favourite’ regularly changes.
According to the songs I have played the most this year my current
favourite is King of Kings by Hillsong
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Of5IcFWiEpg). As the words tell
the story of the faith we have I find something deep within stirring in
praise.
What keeps you motivated in your role?
Knowing that when people get to know Jesus their life changes forever
and my deep desire to see the Church share that Good News with as
many people as we can.
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If you could learn a new skill what would it be?
I would love to learn how to plaster a wall properly, it is a skill which
would have come in really useful a number of times over the years.
What are you most thankful for?
I think at the moment the fact that I can get on a bike or in a car and
within 5 minutes be in some incredibly beautiful places.
How would you spend your ideal day?
A good walk somewhere, probably up a mountain in the Lake District,
in the sunshine followed by a great meal in a pub.
Do you like your cereal crunchy or mushy?
Definitely crunchy and not swimming in milk.
What song is guaranteed to always get your feet tapping?
Dizzy by Vic Reeves and the Wonder Stuff, it brings back lots of
memories of spinning round the room with both our children when
they were small.
If you could live in a book, film or tv series what would it be?
I would love to say ‘Silent Witness’, I love the idea of following the
forensic pathology clues. The only problem is I am not very good with
blood so even when watching it end up closing my eyes half the time.
What is your favourite meal?
If given a choice I would always go for a good curry, I have been to
India a number of times and love trying to find authentic tasting Indian
food wherever we live.
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What’s On at St Mark’s
Special Service - On
Sunday 21st August, at
the 10.30am service,
there is a guest speaker
giving a talk on Christian
Aid. Everyone is
welcome!
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THE BUILDING OF ST THOMAS’ CHURCH
A history of St Thomas’ Church
Pam Brimelow
The large concentration of people in the eastern
part of Brampton Parish made it both necessary
and desirable that a separate parish with its
own church should be created to serve their
needs.
It was in the new industrial communities
springing up in the early decades of the
nineteenth century in a similar manner to that at New Brampton that
both the Established Church of England and the Dissenting bodies saw
important opportunities for action.
The largest and most effective parishes were in rural areas or in long
established market towns, but the new industrial areas like New
Brampton had neither clergy nor church accommodation. The
creation of a new parish would be an important step in creating an
identity for New Brampton.
So it came about in the 1820’s that a group of “eminent and influential
gentlemen” put on a firm footing a scheme for a new church on
Brampton Over Moor to serve the eastern part of the existing
Brampton Parish, the hamlets of Holymoorside and Walton and part of
Newbold. One of the driving forces behind this scheme was Wotton
Burkinshaw Thomas, a leading solicitor and land owner in early 19 th
Century Chesterfield. A management committee was appointed to
steer the project through and seek contributions of money towards a
building fund. The chairman of the committee was Mr. Thomas. He
called a public meeting in the Angel Hotel – the premier coaching
house in Chesterfield – to discuss the need for a new church, and as a
direct result of this an appeal was published in the local newspaper in
July, 1827. The committee then went on to successfully petition the
Ecclesiastical Commissioners for a contribution towards the building of
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a new church under the provisions of the so-called ‘Million Pound Act’,
the Act of Parliament of 1818 which made a million pounds available
to the Church of England to help increase the provision of churches in
the new industrial towns and other ‘populous districts’. The
‘Honourable Board of His Majesty’s Ecclesiastical Commissioners’
agreed to erect a new church in Brampton if a third of the total cost, in
effect £800, could be raised locally.
It is recorded that Mr. Vincent Eyre, of Highfield (Hall) Newbold, gave
the land on which to build the new church; W. B. Thomas was Mr.
Eyre’s agent and acted for him in this. Other donations to the appeal
fund came from the Duke of Devonshire who gave £100 and
Chesterfield Corporation made a gift of ten guineas (£10 and 10
shillings); the Bishop of Lichfield donated £20; a further £20 came from
Mr. Joshua Jebb, of Walton Lodge and Mr. Thomas gave £50.
Nine months later the appeal fund stood at almost £800 and it was not
long before firm plans were drawn up for “a spacious church, built in
beautiful and durable stone from a quarry on the estate of Sir Henry
Hunloke, at Wingerworth.” The church building “would be a handsome
structure with a pinnacle tower in the Gothic style and would form a
pleasing feature in the surrounding landscape.” The interior of the
church would incorporate a gallery at the west end and have
accommodation for 750 people. It was to cost £2,930 and 4 shillings,
“a princely sum” in those days.
St Thomas’ church was built to a design by church architects
Woodhead and Hurst. It took almost eighteen months to build, by
mid-summer 1831 it was completed. The interior of the church was
typical of many of that period with box pews, no chancel and a plain
communion table and a reading desk below the east window. A gallery
was included in the design and was built at the west end of the church.
It was intended that side galleries would be added when the
population required the additional accommodation. However, this
plan was not carried out and the original gallery was removed during
the restoration work of 1903.
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One bell was hung in the tower “to call the people to worship”
This is part 2 of 4 in the history of St Thomas’ Church. The next instalment in the church's history will be in the next edition of Ploughshare

6pm Services
We would love to welcome you to our 6
o’clock service. We are now back in Church for
all services.

7 August - Signs in John - Healing at the pool
14 August - Communion – The Feeding of the
5000
21 August- Signs in John Jesus walking on the water
28 August - Please note there will be no 6pm service
We will continue to meet weekly in church at 6pm in Septemberthemes to be decided. Please see the weekly news and contact the
Church Office (contact information on page 2, Parish Operations
Manager) if you would like to be included in the email for the weekly
news.

13

Books that make an impact
Clare Weston
The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry
John Mark Comer

Come to me all you who are weary and
burdened and I will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my
burden is light. Matthew 11 v 28 - 30
Have you ever had that feeling that you were on a merry-go-round?
That life is rushing by and that you are too busy to keep up? That is the
experience that many of us are living with day by day. Places to go,
people to see. Got to earn more, do more, be more. No matter what
stage of life you are at I think most of us can identify with that feeling
of rush and hurry. In the process of all this hurry we lose not only our
sanity but our very soul. We end up further from God when some of
the things we are so busy doing are the things we think will bring us
closer to Him. And yet….. And yet we have a God who offers peace and
a saviour who came to bring us fullness of life. So what is the answer?
John Mark Comer suggests in this book that it is about regaining the
art of four spiritual disciplines or practices: silence and solitude, sabbath, simplicity and slowing.
You might think that sounds like the life of a monk but, actually they
are all part of the life Jesus asked of His disciples and when you make
that choice to follow Jesus that is who you become - a disciple. So, it
only makes sense that we should try to follow those spiritual practices
too.
What I love about this book is that John Mark speaks out of his own
experience, offering practical suggestions but without guilt or demand.
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He talks about practices and that is just what they are. These are not
quick fix answers, but they are definitely things that each and every
one of us could take on board and begin to practice so that we can
find “life and life in all its fullness” (John 10:10)
So, what have I learnt?
I’ve learnt to spend time in silence, which for someone with constant
tinnitus is not always fun, but I’ve discovered that I need that silent
time, alone, for even just a few moments to restore my soul and give
me time to hear God. On the other hand I’m not ready yet to switch
everything off for a whole Sabbath day but
I am practicing some aspects of Sabbath living. And that is what this book and its related podcasts has been about for me –
practice, not rules or perfection.
Having heard John Mark Comer a number
of years ago at a New Wine conference, I
have read several of his books but this was
the one that I was waiting for. This book
spoke to me at a time when my own life
was full of hurry, rush, unsettledness and a
lack of peace.
I would recommend this book for anyone
who has that sense that they need to find
balance, who wants to slow down their heart and is ready to let God
take control.

Have you read a book that you have loved? Please send us your review!
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Heritage Open Day –
Saturday 17th September
As a church we have taken part in the National Trust ‘Heritage Open
Day’ initiative many times in the past, this year being no exception.
Up and down the country historical places of interest will open their
doors and offer a variety of events, exhibitions, and opportunities
from 9th to 18th September, many celebrating the 2022 theme
‘Astounding Inventions’ others simply wanting to share what is often
not easily accessible.
On Saturday 17th September, St Thomas’ Church will be open 10am –
1pm for visitors to enjoy our place of worship, with the help of our
‘walk through church’ guides, to enhance their visit. At noon, Pam
Brimelow, with her wealth of knowledge, and passion for the heritage
of our church and community, will offer a guided walk, building on the
information in our leaflet.
and…….. our Tower Tours are back! Running concurrently from 10am
– 1pm, an opportunity to climb the tower, where you can enjoy a
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beautiful view over Brampton and beyond. Booking is essential, with
tours every 30 minutes.
To conclude our open day, Adam Parrish an accomplished organist will
hold a recital 2pm – 3pm, celebrating an ‘astounding invention’. Enjoy
music played on the pipe organ, reputed to be one of the largest and
most versatile pipe organs in Derbyshire, believed to have been originally installed in the 1890s.
All above events are free admission [donations welcome]
Refreshments will be served between 10.30am – 1.30pm
For more information, or to book a place on a Tower Tour, please contact the church office: contact@stthomasbrampton.com 01246
558461
Times – ‘at a glance’
10am – 1pm – Church open to walk round
10am – 1pm – Tower Tours, available every 30 minutes [booking essential]
12noon – Guided ‘walk through church’
2pm – 3pm – Organ recital
10.30am – 1.30pm – refreshments served in the suite
We look forward to welcoming everyone

‘The heritage of the past is the seed that brings forth the harvest of
the future.’
- Wendell Phillips
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Scottish Communion Tokens
Marie Witham
In May we were fortunate to travel to the Isle
of Arran, off the west coast of Scotland. In the
fascinating heritage museum we found a
notice explaining Scottish Communion tokens.
Tokens were issued to members of the Kirk,
entitling them to receive Holy Communion. The member had to prove
that he or she was well versed in the scriptures. After a sacramental
fast, the minister and the elders issued tokens only to those
considered worthy to take communion.
The tokens were originally produced after the Reformation (1560 in
Scotland), to keep spies and other unwelcome persons out of religious
gatherings. They were used in Holland, France, Switzerland, Canada,
the USA and some English parishes. There is doubt as to whether they
were used in the Roman Catholic Church. Tokens originally remained in
the parish issuing them, but later went with folk removing to other
parishes as evidence of their standing, so the tokens spread around
the country.
Communion was formerly only celebrated twice a year – or even once
– so crowds attended. One Perthshire parish had 2,391 at one service
in 1791. So it was necessary to check those attending and tokens were
collected at the gate of a paling
erected inside the kirk.
Here is an example from Carloway
on the Isle of Lewis 1843.
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Gussie’s Pantry Shop
Cassie Wainwright
Gussie’s Pantry Shop is an incredible
place! In St Augustine’s Church there is
an inspirational community hub that is
supporting families in need and, in
conjunction with FairShare, Tesco,
Morrisons and Co-op, are able to help
feed families every week for just £5.
From small roots, Gussie’s Panty
Shop has come a long way from it’s
humble start in 2016. Originally
opened as Gussie’s Kitchen, a social
café to provide a 3-course meal for
members of the community, the
shop has grown into a flagship for
other community kitchens, leading
the way on how to run a community
hub that supports its local people
and champions their needs.
At the beginning of lockdown it was very quickly realised that the
kitchen was not sustainable and, with no one allowed to come in, the
help wasn’t getting out to those in need. Literally overnight, the
kitchen was transformed into a pantry shop, providing food parcels for
up to 300 families a week across just 2 days, all being delivered by an
incredible team of volunteers. At the end of the first lockdown the
shop was able to open to the public and people were able to come and
walk around the shop, pick their own products, and meet friends for a
drink, a couple of biscuits and a chat. Now, on a weekly basis the
pantry shop supports 80 regular members a week and has
approximately 240 families as registered members.
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Based on the Foodbank model, but adjusted slightly, the pantry shop
allows its customers to take home a minimum of 21 items for £5. But
how does the system work and how does it differ from a Foodbank?
The shop is different to a Foodbank because the person is a customer
and gets to pick what they want as opposed to a Foodbank where the
individual is given a bag of food and has no choice what is in the bag.
When people come to the pantry shop for the first time, they
complete a membership form, discuss any special dietary needs and
then pay a one off £5 membership fee then £5 a week for their
shopping. The £5 a week goes towards the payment of FareShare
support and a lot of the food in the shop is donated from partnered
supermarkets.
The shop embodies
the whole
shopping
experience, along
with its community
centred attitude.
Aside from the
frozen food, the
customer gets to
walk around the
shop with a trolley
and pick items
from shelves.
Gussie’s Pantry
works on a colour coded system and customer are allowed a set
number of items per colour but can have unlimited fruit and
vegetables and baby products on a take what you need basis.
A team of incredible volunteers create pre-prepared frozen meals, help
shoppers with the frozen food requests, restock shelves, manage
21

stock, deliver shopping to those who require support getting their food
home and also run a jumble section of clothes, books and toys.
Nothing goes to waste at the pantry kitchen and all food that is no
longer fresh or past its use-buy date goes to a pig farm and there is a
Gussie’s Pantry allotment where herbs are grown.
If you would like to
support Gussie’s kitchen
they are always in need
of tinned and long-life
products, toiletries,
feminine hygiene items,
baby food, good quality
clothing, kitchen
appliances and baby
basics.
The shop is open for donations 9am until 5pm on Tuesdays and 2pm
until 5pm on Wednesdays.
Photos by Cassie Wainwright

Operation Christmas Child
The next edition of Ploughshare will be giving full details about National
Collection Week for Operation Christmas Child Shoebox collections but, it
is never too soon to start putting boxes together or getting in them.
Boxes can be filled with toys, hygiene items and school supplies items.
For all the information, see the website
Operation Christmas Child (samaritans-purse.org.uk)
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Hope House Update
Hope House Trustees
Life at Hope House continues
through the better weather.
Residents are working hard to
improve the outdoor space building planters (with the help of a volunteer) and planting flowers
and vegetables, which are doing well. This is in addition to work on our
nearby allotment plot. Do check our Facebook page for recent photos.
We’ve also had a few barbeques, celebrated some more birthdays, and
recently held a table tennis tournament, using equipment on loan to
us, which was a great team-building activity.
A recent focus has been on
resident activities – ensuring
that each resident is involved
in at least 20 hours training /
education / volunteering each
week. As examples: some
residents take part in
Chesterfield Football Club’s A
Spire Right course, others volunteer at Gussie’s Kitchen Pantry Shop
and the majority access on-site education on Mondays with a
volunteer specialist – each resident was assessed and now receives
required support. Reading books that have been donated for this
purpose, we are seeing weekly improvements in literacy skills. All in
all, these activities are giving residents a sense of purpose, building
confidence and having a positive effect on their battle with
addiction. Some of the residents are unrecognisable from when they
arrived, many clean for the first time in 20 years.
Between May and July the house was full for the first time and we
started a waiting list. Last week, one resident successfully moved on to
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the next stage, a self-contained flat in a semi-supported project so we
currently have one room to offer that should be taken up soon.
We are doing our best to keep the contents of the house up to a good
standard. Last month we realised that some of the mattresses we had
been given second-hand needed replacing and so we put out a plea to
our sponsors for help with this – we have managed to buy two new
ones and will buy more when finances allow.
In terms of general finance, we are stable, and continue to be very
grateful to our regular donors who are keeping the project going.
Please do keep spreading the news of the good work taking place here,
as more regular givers would secure the project further.
To help finances we have signed up to smile.amazon.co.uk and we are
encouraging supporters to log on using their usual Amazon log in
details, to select Hope House as their charity (finding it through our
charity number 1183254 is easiest) and then using that ‘Smile’ section
of the Amazon site to make all their future orders – Amazon then
donates 0.5% to Hope House.
The staff team continue to be a blessing to us led by Dale. A couple of
staff needed to reduce their hours recently and so we employed a new
staff member Ryan, who joins us with experience of similar projects.
It’s a happy house and we are grateful for everyone’s ongoing hard
work and commitment.
In May, our Sunday evening service moved next door to St Augustine
church building for more space. We began in the chapel area but soon
needed to expand into the nave. All the residents now choose to
attend at 6.30pm, and we are blessed by some musicians who come
periodically to support us. Some local people also attend, and we pray
that this congregation will continue to grow. Daily devotionals still
take place in the house and continue the theme from the Sunday
evening.
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If you are a praying person, our prayer requests are:
•

that the residents continue in their good habits and are not
tempted by past ones

•

that the staff team continue to grow in confidence and are
blessed with good health

•

that more financial supporters come forward to help with the
winter bills,

•

that more training/volunteering opportunities become
available for the residents.

Our next prayer zoom will be on Monday 10 October at 7pm. If
you’d like to join us please email
contact@hopehousechesterfield.co.uk for the link.
That’s all for now but thank you once again for your ongoing
support. After such a challenging start last year, we are going from
strength to strength and seeing lives changed for the better every
day. God Bless.

Photos taken from Hope House Facebook page
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Mission at St Toms
Words by Nathan Blackaby
This editions Missions update is from
Christian Vision for Men (CVM)
What is CVM?
CVM have been around now for over three decades introducing men
to Jesus in the UK and wider. We have seen some amazing
transformational life stories along the way and we haven’t stopped yet,
our hope is to see even more men introduced to the Gospel in the
years to come.
As an international movement, CVM calls men to discover and live a
full-on life for Jesus Christ our Captain, Brother, Rescuer and Friend.
We are building strong men’s groups who stand together, live The Code
in their daily lives and follow the Winning Men strategy to introduce
their mates to Jesus.
Reflections on The Gathering 2022
Well, we are now home and the dust has settled from The Gathering
2022.
I remember in April this year, Carl Beech (President Christian Vision for
Men) and I sat in the CVM van and we recorded a video for social
media which explained that the Gathering was cancelled and we just
had to let it go due to guys not booking in.
After recording the video we prayed and felt God was leading us to
hold the line even more. We faced a shortfall in budget of about £30k
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and couldn’t expose CVM to that sort of financial risk, but we held the
line.
Now, in July after a truly incredible Gathering we are just in awe of
how God works and the miracles we saw this year.
We have so many stories of men deciding to follow Jesus, men walking
away from porn and alcohol addictions. Men deciding to forgive and
be forgiven, to stand and follow Jesus for the very first time.
I was standing near the stage on the Sunday when one guy on crutches
after breaking his ankle came up to follow Jesus, his pastor behind in
tears watching him give his heart to Jesus.
So powerful, what a wonderful God we serve!
Thanks St Thomas for your continued support and prayers. Truth and
Courage.

Father, show me your ways, that I may truly know You. Lord, I desire
with my whole heart to become more deeply and intimately
acquainted with You. I pray for the spirit of wisdom and revelation in
the knowledge of You. Lord, allow me to perceive, recognise, and
understand you more clearly and strongly within my life. Amen.
Lettinghisslightshine.com
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Let’s Talk About….
Cassie Wainwright

Meetings with Gary

Over the past two months Gary has held 4 open
meetings with all those that wanted to attend,
discussing ‘Visons and Values’ and ‘Services and
Worship’.
The meetings were all well attended and open, honest conversations
about what members wanted from church, how they felt about
church, worship and how that looked and church community, all with
the aim of planning how St Thomas’ will move forward with services
and styles, took place.
The outcome of the meetings is that there will be several styles of
service for now, with a review in six months. The new pattern of
services will take place from September onwards and they are:
9:15am – Traditional Service. This service will last around an hour and
will have communion most weeks. It will be liturgically focused, using
mostly hymns and will allow those that need/want to be at St Marks
for the 10:30am service the opportunity to get to the church in time.
10:45am - Contemporary Service. This service will have a less formal
feel, using more contemporary songs for worship and allow an
intergenerational aspect for those that want to move into the centre
part way through.
6pm Service – A service for teaching and equipping within through
worship.
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