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WARDEN'S
REPORT

Most churches are struggling
with the increasing costs of 
maintaining church buildings.
We are not immune to these
problems. Parts of our church 
are nearly 200 years old, and even the newer sections are in need of repair. In order
to create “an appealing environment” we need to address leaking roofs, crumbling mortar, poor
heating, inadequate lighting, the need for improving access and better provision for the full range of
disabilities.
The PCC is committed to carrying out a detailed study of what is required to make all of our facilities fit
for purpose in the 21st century.
Service is a wonderful thing to do - it encourages deeper connections to our fellow Christians and non-
Christians, gives us a purpose greater than ourselves, and helps the church to function. Millie and Tony
say a massive thank you to every person who serves. 
We all have gifts that can be used at church. Practical, emotional, financial, organisational, smiling and
welcoming, pouring drinks and chatting, cleaning the church, litter picking, helping at one of our groups.
We cannot assume that the Clergy and staff will do everything. To take our church forward into the
future and outward into the community we will need everyone to be fully on board.

"We all have gifts that
can be used at church."

2023 has seen significant developments at St Thomas. We have a new audio visual system. We have
Josie our curate and her husband Jack who joined us towards the end of last year. Years of clutter has
been sorted through, and recently God has provided us with a new Maintenance Coordinator in Pete
Raby.
As church attendance continues to fall nationally, the PCC and staff meetings are focused on
spreading the good news of the gospel in our community. This is the Great Commission given to us by
Jesus - to ‘go and make disciples of all’. How do we do that?
Our mission to children and families is growing thanks to Joel and his team. But Joel needs more
people willing to serve alongside him. Please do talk to him to see what you could offer.
How else can we grow?  We need to be both Attractional and Missional.
Attractional means creating an appealing environment for people to gather in, with vibrant worship,
dynamic programs, and engaging events. What do we invite people to? If we run more events who
organises and serves during the events? What events work best? 
Missional means going out beyond the church walls and being active in our local community. How can
we do this? Organise events in places other than church? Show Christian love by 
service? How best to evangelise to those around us?
Please do pray about these issues and let Tony or Millie have your ideas.



Our second year began in April 2023. We have two meetings a month – the first Tuesday of the month
where we have a speaker, a film, an activity or games or quizzes. On the third Thursday of the month
we have a two course hot meal from the church coffee shop followed by a quiz, game or DVD.
Our speakers have included:- a talk by a disabled speaker on how his Dog for Good helps him in his
daily life, a chauffeur to a royal house telling us of his 25 year career, and a speaker from the
Derbyshire Mountain Rescue Team. We have also done crafts in the Summer and for Christmas,
watched a feature film, had a Summer buffet and a Christmas party. We also did a joint lunch with
Thom’s blokes followed by a talk on preparing a will and LPA’s.
This year we have begun a new series of talks called
“Changing Times” featuring members of our group talking
about their careers and then hearing from a younger person
about that same job now.
We have between 15 and 40 members attending, with more
coming regularly on a Tuesday. Our membership includes
members of St Thomas Church and also members of the wider
community. Since September we have had 10 new
members both from our Church and from the
community. We have seen God at work with our members all
welcoming new comers and also with the regular church goers who
help out at meetings, serving teas and coffees on Tuesdays and
lunches on Thursdays. These helpers also sit with our members
and chat with them during the meetings and are an essential part of
the group.
We did a 4 day “Holiday at Home” in late August with activities, a
speaker, games and a snack each day. This was open to all members
and friends and family. It went very well but we thought it was at the wrong
time being the weekend of the August Bank Holiday. It was also too much
work for 2 people to compile. We are planning a 2 day “Holiday at Home” this year but
much earlier on July 17th & 18th. We welcome Nichola Edmunds to the planning team and thank her
for all of her hard work.

GOLDEN FOLKS

"Since
September we
have had 10

new members"



THOM'S 
BLOKES

                                                      We undertook three trips with mixed results! The Brampton Brewery visit 
                                                   was popular (no surprise!), as was the trip to the Great British Car Journey. 
                                                There was much fond reminiscence about cars that members had driven or 
                                        owned that are now considered to be museum exhibits! Whether it would be 
                             correct to say our visit to the site of the former Magpie Mine was popular is debatable,
‘weather’ being the issue! 16 brave members battled against wind and driving rain on this exposed site
near Sheldon. Such was their endurance that Robin Dawson remarked “we deserve a medal for this”. A
medal was duly crafted and awarded to Alan Sheldon for having worn the least appropriate clothing
for the trip! Our Committee are hard at work crafting another full programme for 2025. One
consideration has been the desire to become slightly more mission focussed. Following discussions
with Gary Weston the Committee has decided firstly to advertise the current church activities at the
start of each meeting, and secondly to include talks from people with an interesting story to tell, but
whose motivation is clearly based on their Christian faith. We hope our founder David Sanderson
would approve.

“All of our meetings are
relaxed, jovial affairs...”

We are now in our eleventh year and our membership has continued to slowly increase, now
standing at 66. Sadly during the year one member died, two resigned due to ill health and one
moved away. Not all members are able to attend due to poor health or responsibilities as carers,
but they appreciate being kept in touch with what we are doing. 47 people have attended at least
one meeting in 2023. All of our meetings are relaxed, jovial affairs, with (to quote Robin Dawson)
“plenty of high-quality banter!”
Our regular annual fixtures of Bowling and Pool in January, and Christmas Dinner in December
were well attended and as popular as ever. During the year we enjoyed speakers talking on a
range of topics including historical talks about the Strutt family in Belper and the world’s largest
WWI munitions factory, more modern-day topics such as fracking and climate warming, and
personal stories about the work of the Blood Bikes, and the challenges of working on South
Georgia.



KNIT AND
NATTER

Through 2023 the group continued to grow with 20 new members. Some people simply come to
see what is going on in the hall, some are referred by social prescribers, some come with friends
and some are members from years ago who have returned – all are very welcome. We now have
64 members who are regular attenders and 12 previous members with whom we are still in
contact.
Many of the members have numerous demands made on them, and the group can be a sanctuary
of peace and fellowship. Many live alone, enjoy socialising in the happy relaxed atmosphere and
enjoy delicious goodies from the Centre Kitchen. We often pray for and with people, we do not
push anything but the Lord often opens opportunities to share what he has done for us. The
WhatsApp group is a point of contact at any time and the weekly Tuesday Thoughts are shared via
this – which includes a Bible verse and other uplifting quotes.
We have certainly seen God moving in answered prayers about
individual situations and in the various groups that we support and
who are blessed with beautifully made items; Baby Basics;
Operation Christmas Child; The Food Hub (many children’s hoodies
were knitted and handed out to families in need); Hope House;
Ashgate Hospice (we are knitting hearts that patients and families
can share) and the Residential care homes, Chatsworth Lodge and
Brookholme, whose residents received knitted Christmas stockings
or sacks filled with a small bar of chocolate.
We have also raised funds, either by raffles, bring and buys, or from our
weekly fees which have benefitted the work of – Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice, Hope House, The
Chatsworth Road Flood Relief Fund, Operation Christmas Child, Church on the Bus, Guide Dogs for the
Blind and Monkwood Food Hub.
We thank God for everyone’s skills and the love they show to their friends in the group or people
they will never meet.

"We have certainly seen God
moving in answered prayers..."



KIDS +
YOUTH

What was our warm spaces initiative last year has continued to meet
on a Monday morning and is growing, gaining more popularity. This
group focuses more on making connections with parents. We’re
looking at ways that we could use this space to draw parents into
discipleship. Our Sunday Youth group closed down this year for a
number of reasons we are now looking at new and different ways to
engage our young people in discipleship and deepening relationship
with God and each other.

“We've been really blessed to
see God at work through this

mission field.”

The past year has seen some great strides forward in our Kids, Youth and Families ministry and we've
been really blessed to see God at work through this mission field. Tots Time continues to grow
numerically but more importantly in depth of relationship between team and those attending. Sadly
this year saw one of the children attending Tots Time pass away, however due to the connections
made at TT in the years prior to this we were able to support the family and the wide community
during this difficult season. 
Our Kids Club which takes place on Thursday evenings was 1 year old in September and God has
continued to bless the connections being made there. We've continued to see a wider scope of families
engaging with the church. 
We've continued to run a programme of annual events targeting families. The biggest of these being
Holiday Club. Last year Across the 4 days leading up to Good Friday we interacted with 58 children.
This year it took place on the 4 days following Easter Mon and saw an increase of 15 children with a
total of 73 children attending across the week. . It was such a joy to worship, pray and share the Good
News with so many children, the majority of which were not from church backgrounds. The team did
an amazing job of engaging the kids in all aspects of Holiday Club, worship bible study, games,
workshops.  



OUR SUPER
TEAM

CENTRE
This year we have been truly blessed to see God at work in the centre as we continue to grow the
extension of the church. 
Over the last year we have been able to continue the ongoing work of growing the church community.
The centre has provided 1/3 of its space to church use in groups, activities and events. This has included
events that support the church in growing in community but also in activities such as Parenting for
faith, children's work, Grief courses and more. It has been a pleasure to be able to support and supply
them all. 
The other ⅔ has been available to community members projects and commercial spaces. We have
been well used for NHS services and built great relationships with them and other local charities over
the last year. It has been an invaluable source to then have conversations about the centre, other uses
and invite them to use other services like the panto. 
The centre has hosted a range of events such as cheese and 
wine night, quiz events and markets that has opened up the 
opportunities for us to engage with the community. 
As a centre we have continued to look at how we can be good
stewards of Chesterfield and our site. We continue to support
local suppliers and are always looking at how we can
work with faith based organizations and makers. 
God has been present in our staff team as we meet to pray
weekly and share our faith journeys with each other. We as team
members are always looking for ways to show kindness to all of our users.
From that we have grown a supportive group of regulars to both meeting spaces and the coffee bar. 
We have been truly blessed by the relationships that we have built with Ashgate Croft School. They
have been volunteering in our Coffee Bar alongside faithful church volunteers. This gave us great links
and opportunities to engage with the school.
We as a team would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all of the volunteers that walk
with us daily to eb a place that shows God's work in space.

"we have been truly blessed
to see God at work in the

centre."



ALPHA

“God was at work through the
course, making space for
difficult questions...”

This year we ran an Alpha course, which continued to attract members of our church and local
residents. It is a space that allows us to welcome all no matter their background and let them come
with any questions they may have. 
Meeting with them over a number of weeks also allows us to get to know people more intimately,
knowing them on a personal level as we allow them space to share their experiences that have got
them to where they are and build community with the other attendees.
 
God was at work through the course, making space for difficult questions, the group bonding well and
everyone feeling comfortable in the space. Alpha is always a great time for those that lead, renewing
faith and seeing things in new ways. It brings a great opportunity to serve in the church.
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of those that baked for this course and supported
the ongoing work that Alpha does in our community. Cake always provides a great talking point! 
 
We had a great time with Alpha again and look forward to many more Alphas to come in the future.



FINANCE
































































